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A part of Europe
Lake Constance is the third largest freshwater lake in Central Europe and borders onto to Germany, Switzerland and Austria. Lake
Constance is actually two lakes connected by a narrow stretch
of water called the “Seerhein” near Constance: The Upper Lake
(Obersee) in the east between Bregenz and Constance, including
Lake Überlingen (Überlinger See) in the north-western corner; and
the Lower Lake (Untersee) in the south-west.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Altitude above sea level 395 m
Total surface area 536 km²
Upper Lake 473 km²
Lower Lake 63 km²
Deepest point 251 m
Volume 48 km³
Longest point 63 km
Widest point 14 km
Shoreline 273 km (Germany 173 km, Austria 28 km,
Switzerland 72 km)

Without borders

While there is a recognized demarcation between Germany and
Switzerland in the Lower Lake, the neighbouring states on the Upper
Lake never mutually determined a border. It is managed as a so-called
condominium, in which all three states simultaneously have joint
sovereignty.

The Rhine

Lake Constance was created in its present form around 12,000 years
ago by the last ice age and above all the immense Rhine Glacier. Even
today, the Alpine Rhine is still the most important tributary of Lake
Constance. It flows through the lake from east to west and accounts
for around two thirds of the water in the lake.

The states around the lake

Germany:
Federal states of Baden-Württemberg, Bavaria
Austria: Federal state of Vorarlberg
Switzerland: Cantons of Thurgau, St.Gallen, Appenzell Innerrhoden,
Appenzell Ausserrhoden, Schaffhausen
Principality of Liechtenstein

Germany: Constance 85,000, Friedrichshafen 61,000
Austria: Bregenz 30,000
Switzerland: St.Gallen 76,000

Sailing and motorboats

Lake Constance has its own sailing and motorboat permit, called the
“Bodenseeschifferpatent”. Amateur sailors can apply for categories A
and D as well as short-term guest permits. The reference level of the
lake is measured in Constance. The maximum speed for boats on the
lake is 40 km/h.

Walking on ice

It is a rare occurrence for Lake Constance to freeze over entirely
so that it is possible to cross it at any point by foot. This is called
“Seegfrörne” in the local dialect. The last “Seegfrörne” was in 1963.
However, some areas of the lake nevertheless freeze over regularly,
such as the “Gnadensee” in the Lower Lake between Allensbach and
Reichenau Island.

Europe’s biggest drinking water reservoir

Some 180 million cubic metres of drinking water are extracted from
the lake every year. Around four million households in Germany
alone are supplied with drinking water from Lake Constance.

Fruit and winegrowing

The vast body of water stores heat, which it releases over the course
of the year, leading to very mild winters. This has a favourable impact
not only on fruit growing, but also on wine cultivation.
Around one third of German apples are grown around Lake
Constance. The canton of Thurgau in Switzerland produces most of
the country’s fruit.

Fish in the lake

Lake Constance is home to more than 30 different species of
fish. Typical fish from Lake Constance include whitefish, above
all European whitefish, also known as ciscoes. Whitefish are the
bread-and-butter fish for fishermen around Lake Constance. Another
important fish is perch, called “Kretzer” on Lake Constance, or “Egli”
on the Swiss shores. The largest fish in Lake Constance is the catfish,
which can grow to over two metres in length.

The world’s largest stage on a lake

The title is held by the floating stage in Bregenz, where the Bregenz
Festival is held every year.

Resting place for migratory birds

More than 400 bird species – including white-tailed
eagles, Dalmatian pelicans and common divers –
nest on the Lower Lake or come here to gather
strength for their southward journey.

Photo: Achim Mende

The big picture

Largest towns on the lake

HIGHLIGHTS
Combine a bicycle tour with a boat ride
Apart from on the water, there are few better ways
to get around Lake Constance than on foot or by
bike, and all the better if they can be combined.
BSB offers “Ship & Hike” and “Boat & Bike”
packages allowing you to explore numerous tourist
attractions and combine a hike or cycle tour with a
leisurely boat trip. There is plenty to discover, such
as the Rorschach–Heiden mountain railway or the
World Heritage Site in St.Gallen. The Viticulture
hiking trail from Meersburg to the winegrowing
village of Hagnau is always worthwhile. Cyclists
can choose from a wide choice of tours on the
Upper and Lower Lake.

9 May: Mother’s Day cruise
18 April to 9 May: Asparagus treats on board every Sunday
5 May/18 September: Culinary delights from Baden
14 May to 3 September: Barbecue cruises
17 May to 13 September: Schnitzel cruises
19 May to 15 September: Pizza and pasta cruises
29 May/4 June/25 September: Wine-tasting on
Lake Überlingen
6 June/21 August: Barbecue cruise from Radolfzell
25 June: Wining and dining on the Lower Lake
3 July to 12 September: Buffalo burger cruises
4 to 17 October: Onion tart cruises
16 October: Wild game on board
2/3 October: Autumn feast
13/20 November: Goose banquet

Winter on the lake

OUT AND ABOUT

with the White Fleet

Sunlight dancing on the water, the lakeside scenery rolling leisurely by and
the scent of summer in your nose: that’s the Lake Constance feeling.
And where better to experience it than on one of the boats of the famous
White Fleet? The best way to spend time on Lake Constance is on the water.
It’s as good as having a short break.
Enjoy with all of your senses

You can count on the White Fleet of the Lake Constance
Shipping Company (Bodensee Schiffsbetriebe BSB):
The boats run according to a fixed timetable during the
season, giving you lots of opportunities to plan your day
on the water. The boats of the BSB operate on the Upper
Lake, Lake Überlingen, the Lower Lake near Reichenau
Island and down the Rhine. Whatever route you choose,
a boat ride is always an adventure. One option is to take
a trip on board the MS “Schwaben”, a motorboat from
1937. This “old lady” is the heart of the fleet and shines
resplendent once more after extensive work to restore it
in the original 1930s art deco style. Enjoy a nostalgic trip
back in time and experience the atmosphere of bygone
days. The boat runs on a regular schedule throughout the
season.
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The BSB offers a wide range of culinary delights on board
– whether you want to start the day with a breakfast
spread or end it with dinner on an evening trip, there is
something for every taste. Passengers on these pleasure
trips can look forward to regional and international
cuisine. Some cruises offer savoury delights such as
buffalo burgers or barbecue specialities, while others
focus on local delicacies like asparagus dishes or onion
tart. And when the boat sails into the sunset on Lake
Überlingen as you enjoy pizza and pasta on deck, that’s
what happiness feels like.

When the days grow shorter and the temperatures
drop, the BSB starts its winter season: The boats
are decorated for the festive season and the water
is calm. After all, the best way to experience the
lake in winter is also by boat. There are many
different trips to choose from: afternoon Advent
cruises in the pre-Christmas season, winter circular
tours and the popular New Year’s Eve cruises to
round off the year.

To ease the
situation on the boats and
avoid queues, passengers are asked
not to buy their tickets from the ticket
office on the day, but to order them online
in advance at www.bsb.de.

All information and online tickets at www.bsb.de
Bodensee-Schiffsbetriebe GmbH
(Lake Constance Shipping Company)
Hafenstrasse 6
DE-78462 Constance, Germany
Phone: +49 7531 3640-0
info@bsb.de
www.bsb.de

As the circumstances can change at any time,
information on which boats are running, current hygiene measures and the latest timetable will also be posted on the website.
Passengers are requested to get
their information online.

By boat to Bregenz Festival
One of the cultural highlights of the summer is Bregenz
Festival. The BSB offers special festival cruises with a
care-free package including the trip to the lakeside stage,
a festival menu at a reserved table, entrance to the festival and a midnight soup on the way back home. Leave
your cares behind you at this year’s opera – “Rigoletto”
by Giuseppe Verdi.

BSB | Bodensee Magazine
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Exploring

THE LAKE

The best way to explore Lake
Constance is by boat: Not only is
it a relaxed and convenient way to
visit many destinations around the
lake, but the boat trip itself is a
special experience. In Constance,
the biggest town on the lake, you
can relax, swim and splash around
in the water at the BodenseeTherme spa with thermal pools and
a sauna, in the indoor pool and at
numerous beaches.
Get on board
If you are visiting Lake Constance, whether
as a regular guest or for the first time, and
want to explore the region, you should take
a boat. The passenger ships of the Lake
Constance Shipping Company (BSB) – also
known as the “White Fleet” – cross the lake
from Easter through to autumn. As the boats
run according to fixed schedules, you can

The ferry between Constance and Meersburg
runs every day and around the clock.
Commuters as well as tourists use the fast
connection across the lake, whether they
are travelling on foot, on bike or by car. The
crossing lasts just 15 minutes – long enough
for a coffee in the onboard restaurant. If you
are coming to Constance by ferry and want to
get to the town centre, bus number 1 leaves
from the ferry terminal.
A ride on the catamaran is a very special
experience: The fast boat connects the
towns of Constance and Friedrichshafen
and crosses the lake in just 45 minutes.
Inside, the catamarans offer comfortable
seating, while outside on deck, passengers can let the wind blow through
their hair. Both historic Constance and
Friedrichshafen are great places to visit with
a wide choice of shops and things to do.

plan your day out as you want. Attractions
like Mainau Island, Pfänder Mountain or the
Lake Dwelling Museum in Unteruhldingen
can easily be reached by boat. During the
Due to the coronavirus pandemic,
guests are requested to check online
in advance for opening times and the
latest rules regarding good hygiene.
This may result in deviations from the
described services.

Dip in the lake
The best thing to do in Constance in summer
is to take a dip in the cool lake. After all
a swim in Lake Constance is something
special. An ideal way to spend the day is
to simply lie on a lakeside beach and enjoy
the sun and the views. Swimmers can do
their lengths in the 50-metre outdoor pool
of the Bodensee-Therme spa in Constance in
summer, and in the indoor pool on the Rhine
close to the town centre in winter.
If you are looking for relaxation, the
Bodensee-Therme spa is the right place to
be. Lie back on the water jet loungers and let
the warm water wash around you or enjoy a
gentle massage from the jet nozzles. When
it is cold outside, the large thermal pool with
a flowing water channel is great fun. The
spa with a choice of saunas is ideal for those
who like to sweat it out. In between sauna
sessions, there is a relaxing pool and a cold
dip pool for refreshment, as well as quiet
rooms and a panorama deck.

Stadtwerke Konstanz GmbH
Max-Stromeyer-Strasse 21-29
DE-78467 Konstanz, Germany
Phone: +49 7531 803-0
info@stadtwerke-konstanz.de
www.stadtwerke-konstanz.de
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The Abbey District of St.Gallen

ride, you can enjoy the wonderful views
of the lake, the shoreline and the nearby
mountains. Visitors are spoilt for choice
between culinary cruises and trips to events
such as Bregenz Festival or the Lake Festival
in Constance.

The Abbey District of St.Gallen with its magnificent
Baroque cathedral is a unique historic ensemble of
buildings and one of the most important cultural centres
in Europe. The Abbey Library is the oldest in Switzerland
and probably the most beautiful non-religious Baroque
hall in the country. At the heart of its collection is a body
of Carolingian and Ottonian manuscripts from the 8th to
11th centuries including the unique St.Gall monastery
plan and the Evangelium longum (evangelistary). In 1983
the district and its cultural artefacts were declared a
UNESCO World Heritage Site.
www.stibi.ch

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES ON LAKE CONSTANCE

FASCINATING INSIGHTS

into the history of western civilization

Monastic Island of Reichenau
The “Monastic Island of Reichenau” on Lake Constance
was incorporated into the list of UNESCO World Heritage
Sites on 30 November 2000 as a cultural landscape that
bears outstanding witness to the religious and cultural
role of a large Benedictine monastery in the Middle
Ages. The island’s well-preserved churches are superb
examples of monastic architecture between the 9th and
11th centuries. Their carefully restored murals reveal the
role played by Reichenau Island as a cultural centre of
major significance for the history of European art during
the 10th and 11th centuries. The monastery had a lasting
impact on the island, its landscape and its economic
structure, which can still be felt today.
www.reichenau.de

Museum of Lake Dwellings in Unteruhldingen
In 2011, UNESCO declared the prehistoric pile dwellings
around the Alps a World Heritage Site. They include 111
selected sites in six countries: Slovenia, Italy, France,
Switzerland, Austria and Germany. The dwellings date
back to 5000 to 500 B.C. The original settlements, mainly
from the Stone and Bronze Ages, submerged under
water or in marshes are a valuable and rare testimony
to humanity. Excellently preserved from a time without
written documentation, they enable us to recreate how
people lived in those days.
In the Museum of Lake Dwellings in Unteruhldingen,
visitors can discover how farmers, fishermen and bronze
casters lived 6000 years ago during the Stone Age and
3000 years ago during the Bronze Age.
www.pfahlbauten.de

UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Sites on Lake Constance | Bodensee Magazine
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TASTE

the lake
Vineyard at Birnau basilica

A slice of fresh farmhouse bread for breakfast, “Dünnele”
(similar to Tarte Flambée) to take away for lunch, a portion
of “Appenzeller Mostbröckli” (Swiss dried and cured meat
speciality) in-between, and freshly caught Lake Constance
whitefish or perch for dinner – accompanied by wonderful
views of the lake.
Outstanding quality
Fruit and vegetables, fish from the lake, or poultry,
sausages and cheeses – nowhere can you find fresher
and tastier ingredients or a wider choice of high-quality
produce than at the weekly and farmer’s markets around
the lake. Restaurants and hotels also make a point of
serving their guests almost exclusively local delicacies
and tempting them with regional products, such as
delicious crops from Reichenau, the “vegetable island”,
freshly caught fish from the lake or game specialities.

Succulent fruits
It is a scientific fact that the Lake Constance region is an
outstanding location for growing berries, stone and pip
fruits that thrive in temperate zones. This is especially
true for apples. The Jonagold and Elstar varieties flourish
here best thanks to the mild climate of the lake and the
fertile soil in the foothills of the Alps. Apples, plums
and quinces are an important part of the characteristic
landscape in the Lake Constance region.

Hauled out of the lake
Lake Constance is a relatively nutrient-poor alpine lake.
For fishermen, this means lower yields. Customers, on
the other hand, can be sure that the fish they buy has
spent its life in clean water. There are excellent fish
restaurants around the lake, but much of the fish you
can find to take away is also of outstanding quality, and
tastes even better when enjoyed with views of the lake.
Whitefish is the best-known fish from Lake Constance,
while other fish that love clean water include char and
trout. Perch and pike-perch are also popular among
customers. Pike dumpling soup is a classic warm dish
made with locally caught fish.

Wheel out the cheese
With strong-flavoured mountain cheese from Appenzell
in Switzerland, high-quality soft cheese from the Allgäu
region in Germany, sour milk cheese from Liechtenstein
and a large range of cheeses from the Bregenzerwald
region of Austria, Lake Constance is a wonderland for
cheese lovers. Find out all about the different cheeses and
how they are made in showcase dairies, or travel along
different “cheese routes” in Allgäu and Vorarlberg, where
you can sample local specialities, find and buy your
favourite cheese.

Fine wines to refresh the palate
Wine cultures from four countries converge on Lake
Constance. Wine is grown on the German shores of the
lake, in the Rhine valley in the Swiss canton of St. Gallen,
as well as in Thurgau and Schaffhausen, where Pinot
Noir is cultivated, in the Austrian state of Vorarlberg
in Austria, and in Liechtenstein. The water in the lake
acts as a heat reservoir, balancing out the variations in
temperature and creating a mild climate. These unique
climatic conditions help to produce a white MüllerThurgau wine with an exceptional taste. Other white
wines often cultivated here include Pinot Blanc and
Pinot Gris. Red Pinot Noir is the most significant red
wine produced in Germany and in the Swiss canton of
Schaffhausen.
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Hop-growing in and around Tettnang was mentioned for
the first time in official documents in 1150. Tettnang has
made a name for itself far beyond the region’s borders
for cultivating hops. Brewers all over the world use the
“green gold” from the town of the Counts of Montfort
to refine their premium beer specialities. Its delicate,
bittersweet aroma gives the beer an unmistakable
character, evoking the unique landscape between the
northern shores of Lake Constance and the Allgäu region
with every sip.

Chocolate and more
Lake Constance can also be deliciously sweet! Gottlieber
Hüppen are particularly popular with locals and guests
alike. At Maestrani’s Chocolarium in Flawil, visitors can
discover the world of chocolate production. Bernrain
chocolate factory in Kreuzlingen has an outlet where
you can buy the finest chocolates, pralines and seasonal
specialities. Confiserie Popp in Überlingen is also a must
for anyone who appreciates the sweeter things in life.
Delicious apples from Lake Constance

Fisherman at work

Photo: Achim Mende

“Kässpätzle” cheesy noodles

Green gold

Culinary treats | Bodensee Magazine
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Bodensee-Therme in Constance

on Lake Constance
Cycling around the lake
The Lake Constance Cycle Path is the best way to explore
the Lake Constance region by bike. It is one of the most
popular and busiest cycle paths in Europe. That’s also
because you can cycle along it for days on end through
the most beautiful countryside without hardly any strenuous climbs. The Lake Constance Cycle Path has a total
length of some 300 kilometres and is well-signposted
throughout, although the signs vary from country to
country. The region boasts an extensive network of
excellent cycle paths that are ideal for tours of any length
and can also be combined with a boat trip. To find out
more about cycling around Lake Constance, see
www.bodensee-radweg.com.

Photo: Thurgau Tourismus

Photo: Thurgau Tourismus

If you want to do more than simply relax while on
holiday, there are plenty of opportunities for getting
active in the Lake Constance region — on, in or alongside the water. Combined with wonderful views of the
lake and the Alps, an outing can be twice as fun.

Photo: Mmphoto

ACTIVE HOLIDAYS

Active holidaymakers who want to explore the region on
foot are also in for a treat. There are well over 200 varied
hikes to choose from in Switzerland’s apple-growing canton of Thurgau alone: Families will enjoy the Thurgauer
Fabelweg trail between Steckborn and Ermatingen featuring 18 panels with quiz questions, entertaining games
and stories for children and adults. If you want to find out
more about Thurgau’s favourite fruit, follow the Apfelweg
trail in Altnau. Information boards along the path explain
why apples thrive here. The wonderful SeeGang premium
hiking trail from Überlingen to Constance will also leave
lasting memories, as will the routes through the volcanic
landscape of the Hegau region. Those who prefer a more
challenging mountain tour will find what they are looking
for southeast of Lake Constance in the Vorarlberg region
of Austria and in Appenzellerland in Switzerland. For
more ideas for hikes, see www.bodensee.com

Apfelweg trail in Altnau
Bodensee Magazine | Active holidays

The first few attempts on a stand-up paddleboard can certainly be a bit wobbly. But with some practice and more
bend in the knees, even the waves on Lake Constance
are no longer a problem. For those who prefer to glide
over the water sitting down, then a kayak or a sailing
boat is the better option. With the wind in your hair and
surrounded by impressive scenery, a boat tour can be an
experience to remember. There are plenty of routes to
choose from — for example, along the shores of Reichenau
island, down the Seerhein from Kreuzlingen, or close to
the mountains in Vorarlberg. Boats and paddleboards
can be hired around the lake. If you like to live in the fast
lane, then wakeboarding might be the thing for you. If
you want to try out this challenging sport, we recommend
the water ski park in Pfullendorf, where you can hire all
the equipment and get tips from the pros.

Thermal spas
Lake Constance is home to several thermal spas in
attractive locations along the lakeshore. Visitors can
swim outdoors in the warm thermal water while enjoying
magnificent views of the lake and the Alpine panorama.
This is particularly true for the spas in Constance (page
8), Überlingen, Meersburg, and most recently in Lindau.
At Bodensee-Therme in Constance, you can sweat it out
in saunas with different temperatures and a steam room.
Meersburg Therme with its unique spa area, thermal
pool and open-air lido is the ideal place to spend a perfect
day. The Bodensee-Therme spa in Überlingen features
a waterslide, a swimming pool, a thermal outdoor pool
and a cascaded pool with meditative underwater music,
as well as various saunas. Therme Lindau that opened
in 2021 is an oasis for bathing, sauna and wellness.
The mineral baths in St. Margrethen include indoor and
outdoor pools, one with a flow channel, as well as a wide
range of saunas.

Winter wonderland
Whether on a snowboard or skis, there is plenty of fun
to be had on the slopes in the Lake Constance region. In
Vorarlberg, the chairlifts take winter sports enthusiasts
up to 1,785 metres above sea level, while the highest ski
resort in the Säntis mountain range reaches an altitude of
1,640 metres. Alternatively, you can race downhill at high
speed on a sledge. For example, the Pfänder mountain
range near Bregenz has its own toboggan run, or you
can careen down the mountain on runners in the Säntis
or nearby Pizol ranges. Another healthy way to enjoy
the snow is on cross-country skis along prepared tracks
through wonderful countryside. In Scheidegg, Bregenz or
Rorschach, cross-country skiers can choose from tracks of
different lengths. And if you prefer exploring the snowy
landscape on foot, almost all ski resorts offer guided
snowshoe hikes. All you need for this popular sport is
15 cm of snow.
For more information, see www.bodensee.com

On the Lake Constance Cycle Path
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Paradise for water sports enthusiasts

Photo: Bodensee-Therme

Hiking in the Lake Constance region

Ski tours in the mountains
Active holidays | Bodensee Magazine

11

SPECTACULAR VIEWS

MOUNTAINS

From the top of Hoher Kasten, the world is spread
out at your feet. The outstanding, 360° views
from this mountain in eastern Switzerland cover
a total of six countries. The rotating restaurant
and the panorama restaurant at the top invite you
to take a break and enjoy the culinary delights.
Hoher Kasten is also an ideal starting point for a
wide range of hikes in the Alpstein range. Both
families with children and experienced hikers
will find something to suit their taste. An aerial
tramway takes mountain climbers to the summit
of Hoher Kasten in eight minutes.
www.hoherkasten.ch

Mountains have a unique and mysterious aura that holds a great fascination for people.
The sun shining over the mountain peaks bathes rocks, meadows and lakes in gorgeous
colours. A walk through nature is not only calming and relaxing, but can also be a real
adventure. Why not combine your visit to Lake Constance with a trip to the mountains?

Bodensee Magazine | Mountains in the Lake Constance region

The cable car ride to the top of Säntis
Mountain takes just ten minutes as you glide
almost weightlessly up to 2,502 metres above
sea level. At the top, you are rewarded with
unique panoramic views over the Alps, six
countries and Lake Constance. If you need
some refreshment, there are several options to
choose from: For example, the restaurant with
its large terrace serves delicacies against a
breathtaking backdrop. The exhibition “Säntis
– the Weather Mountain” provides insights
into the spectacular weather conditions on
the highest mountain in eastern Switzerland.
Visitors can learn all about ice, snow and
glaciers on Säntis Mountain in a new display
called “Säntis – World of Ice”.
www.saentisbahn.ch

Karren – Dornbirn’s landmark mountain

Photo: Dornbirner Seilbahn GmbH

Photo: Achim Mende

Säntis – the highest mountain in
eastern Switzerland

Photo: Hoher Kasten

Hiking on Hoher Kasten

in the Lake Constance region
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In just six minutes, the cable car takes you up 600 metres in
altitude. Here on top of Pfänder Mountain near Bregenz, at 1064
metres above sea level, far away from the hustle and bustle of town,
you are in a different world. The sweeping views of Lake Constance
and 240 peaks will calm your thoughts. Just gentle alpine meadows,
and a soothing mountain landscape as far as the eye can see. Next
to the cable car mountain station is a playground for children, while
deer, ibex, wild boars, mouflons and marmots frolic in the adjacent
alpine wildlife park. There are plenty of easy hiking tours to choose
from, such as a 30-minute circular trail through the alpine wildlife
park with information about local wild animals, or a hike along the
cheese trail, as well as the more athletic challenge of climbing the
Pfänder on foot from the valley. The Berghaus Pfänder restaurant
with its panoramic terrace next to the top of the cable car is an ideal
place to rest and enjoy a bite to eat.
www.pfaenderbahn.at

Photo: Pfänderbahn AG

Photo: Achim Mende

Pfänder – A mountain experience on Lake Constance

Karren Mountain towers over Dornbirn in the Austrian
state of Vorarlberg. It takes just a few minutes to reach
the summit, at an altitude of 971 metres above sea level,
by a cable car that runs until late at night. At the top,
nature enthusiasts can look forward to a unique vista
stretching from Lake Constance to the impressive Rhein
Valley and the Alpstein mountain range. Countless
hikes start or end at the top of Karren Mountain, with
plenty of choice for both families and more ambitious
hikers. Alternatively, you can while away the hours
at the panoramic restaurant at the top of the cable
car. Seating 150 diners as well as 200 on the outdoor
terrace, it serves excellent fare and a wide range of
dishes. Combination tickets can be booked that include
the ticket for the cable car and a meal from the buffet or
à-la-carte.
www.karren.at

Mountains in the Lake Constance region | Bodensee Magazine
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Böhler garden on Reichenau Island, part of the
international “Bodenseegärten” network

Luitpoldpark, Lindau Garden Show

Photo: Natur in Lindau gGmbH

Stately castles and parks

Villa Gardens, Baden-Württemberg Garden Show

IDYLLIC GARDENS
on Lake Constance

In addition to the many floral attractions that lure visitors to
Lake Constance year after year, two major garden shows in
2021 will make the region a magnet for flower lovers.
The Baden-Württemberg Garden Show from 9 April to
17 October in Überlingen promises spectacular displays
on the water and along the lakeshore, including floating
gardens, a special landing stage for boats and a “church
boat”. It comprises five gardens, the largest of which
is a newly planned shoreline park. Visitors can look
forward to a lush array of flora, magnificent flowering
shrubs, comfortable seats and recliners in open spaces,
designated areas for fun, games and sports, numerous
exhibition pavilions, a large catering tent, a beach bar
and a stage on the lake with a fantastic programme of

The Lake Constance region is home to an abundance of
magnificent castles estates and parks. On the northern
shores of the lake, they include the Baroque gardens
of Meersburg New Palace, and Salem Palace, a former
Cistercian monastery with geometrically planted flowerbeds and labyrinths. Arenenberg Castle in Salenstein in
the Swiss canton of Thurgau overlooks the Lower Lake
and boasts a medieval patrician garden as well as an
English landscaped park with Baroque and Renaissance
elements. The diversity of gardens in Thurgau can also
be admired in Bischofszell. This picturesque town pays
homage to the queen of flowers, the rose, with numerous
magnificent rose gardens that are open to the public.
Thurgau is also home to the largest collection of historic
rose varieties in Switzerland at Kartause Ittingen. As
well as more than 1,000 rose trees, visitors can stroll
through the gardens of this former Carthusian monastery
and breathe in the scents from the herb and vegetable
gardens, hops and vineyards.

Network of Lake Constance gardens
The gardens and parks around Lake Constance have a
magical appeal for many flower enthusiasts. The international “Bodenseegärten” network on Lake Constance has
represented the region’s gardens for the past eight years.
Visitors can explore 40 parks of all sizes, pretty green
oases and open gardens that blend with the surrounding lakeside scenery and open up vistas beyond their
boundaries.

TIP

For more information, see
www.bodenseegaerten.eu, www.lindau2021.de,
www.ueberlingen2021.de, www.mainau.de,
www.kartause.ch

“Magical Blossoms in Gardens on Lake Constance”
4 – 6 June, and “Long Night of Lake Constance
Gardens” 3 – 5 September

events. The highlight of the Villa Gardens is a floating
garden that can be reached via a semi-circular wooden
walkway. Another unique attraction is the iris colour
circle on Rosenobel Tower in May and June, when a circle
of irises will blossom in the colours of the rainbow.
In Lindau, the Bavarian Garden Show from 20 May to
26 September presents wonderful gardens between the
lake and the mountains. Visitors can enjoy the garden
beach on the rear part of the island (“Hintere Insel”), or
stroll along the six-kilometre “Bavarian Riviera” lined
with picturesque gardens and villas on the mainland. The
garden show continues into the surrounding countryside
with spectacular ravines and waterfalls, gorgeous
meadows with fruit trees and idyllic landscaped parks.

A jewel with tradition
Privately run hotel directly on the shores of Lake Constance.
Far away from the hustle and bustle of the town, take the time
to relax. This enchanting hotel is ideal for a vacation, wellness,
relaxation, celebrations, weddings, meetings or conferences.

Mainau, the Flower Island
Visitors to Mainau Island, known worldwide for its floral
displays, can luxuriate in the scents of magnificent flowers. The 45-hectare island close to the town of Constance
presents a brightly coloured array of tulips, rhododendrons, roses and dahlias, as well as an impressive
arboretum that dates back more than 150 years. Mainau
Island together with the Garden Show in Überlingen and
the Lake Constance Shipping Company offer visitors a
unique horticultural experience in 2021.

Our two restaurants and terrace promise culinary delights with
international and regional dishes.
Spend unforgettable days in this peaceful and charming hotel.

Hotel Bad Schachen
Bad Schachen 1
88131 Lindau / Lake Constance
Germany

Phone: +49 8382 298-0
Reservations: +49 8382 298-600
servus@badschachen.de
www.badschachen.de • book directly

Hotel is open April to October
Schachen Bad & SPA year round

Floating gardens, Baden-Württemberg Garden Show
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Germany
Steep vineyards overlooking the lake, medieval town centres, long promenades
lined with restaurants welcoming guests, beaches with panoramic views of the
lake and the Alps, and a wide range of destinations for days out - holidaymakers
are spoilt for choice on the German shores of Lake Constance.

Vineyards in Meersburg

Photo: REGIO Konstanz-Bodensee-Hegau

FEEL THE ELEMENTS IN
WESTERN LAKE CONSTANCE

The shimmering turquoise water, wonderful lush
islands and towering volcanoes put us in high
spirits. Time and again, we reach into our coat
pocket for our phone to capture the beauty and
expanse of this landscape. But wait a minute …
did you say volcanoes? Here on Lake Constance?
Yes! The region’s fiery past produced a magical
scenery, with picturesque islands and intact nature.
This land born of ice and fire guarantees unforgettable moments.

It may have been millions of years since Hegau’s
volcanoes were active, but the magma that cooled
down in the volcanic vents has withstood time
and the pressures of various glacial periods. It
was the latter that gave this landscape its unique
character: Where the Rhine Glacier once carved
out Lake Constance, formed mountain ranges and
created idyllic islands in the lake, visitors seeking
peace, adventure or pleasure can now find a natural
paradise along the German-Swiss border.

Photo: Kristen Kohler, Mammern

Island hopping in the Garden of Eden
The islands at the western end of Lake Constance
glisten like jewels in the blue water. They are ideal
for a day spent hopping from island to island,
whether by bicycle, canoe, stand-up paddleboard,
solar ferry or boat. One destination is Reichenau
Island, a UNESCO World Heritage Site now known
for vegetable-growing. Or Mainau Island, famous for
its magnificent flower displays in myriad colours, to
get a whiff of royal roses. The diminutive Liebesinsel (Love Island) near Radolfzell can easily be
paddled around by canoe. For hikers and cyclists,
the Mettnau peninsula, Bodanrück ridge and
Höri peninsula are a great experience. Of course,
scheduled boats also criss-cross the lake, and the
season is even extended into the late autumn on
four weekends for shopping tours.
“Borderless Garden Rendezvous” event, when
79 private oases and parks are open to the public.
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A treat for the senses

Boat trip on the Lower Lake:
Wine and dine in style on the water.

Photo: Achim Mende

Islands & volcanoes

Hohentwiel: The most famous of the Hegau’s volcanoes.

Volcano hopping to magical places
The skyline at the western end of Lake Constance is dominated by skyscrapers of a different kind. Volcanic mountains
create the backdrop for sublime hiking and mountainbiking
tours, just a short distance from the lake. The views from
their lofty peaks, many topped with medieval castles, are
fantastic. Hidden in this volcanic landscape are mysterious
crater lakes, orchid forests, and the source of the River Aach,
bubbling up from the depths. Hohentwiel in Singen, king
of the Hegau volcanoes, is crowned by Germany’s largest
fortress ruins. But not only that, the grapes of the country’s
highest vineyard also ripen on the slopes of this nature
reserve. Visitors can now discover how the fortress once
looked in 3D, thanks to augmented reality.

Inspiration for the senses
Whether you are strolling in the shade of giant trees,
unwinding in a natural garden, or chatting about old seed
varieties in a cottage garden – the symbiotic relationship
between nature and the gardener’s shovel has been raised
to an art form in western Lake Constance. That’s hardly
surprising, because this region is also the birthplace of
horticulture: Abbot Walahfrid Strabo planted a monastery
garden on Reichenau Island as early as the 9th century and
wrote “Hortulus”, Europe’s first gardening book. The locals
demonstrate their gratitude by planting the most beautiful
gardens. At the “Borderless Garden Rendezvous” event, 79
private oases and parks are open to the public. A visit to the
herb market in Radolfzell is also worthwhile. Here and in
many other towns in the region, herb weeks are celebrated
from April to June.

Through the eyes of Hesse and Dix
Artists who lived on the Höri peninsular were also inspired
by the picturesque shorelines of the Lower Lake and the
steep volcanic hills. To see the islands and volcanoes of
western Lake Constance through their eyes, just follow the
art route. Where great artists like Otto Dix, Adolf Dietrich
and Erich Heckel once placed their easels, iron steles
now stand that frame the views the artists chose to paint
and allow you to compare them with the finished picture.
Influential writers also spent time on the lakeside. For
example, Hermann Hesse lived on the Höri for eight years.
The old farmhouse he once stayed in now houses the Hesse
Museum Gaienhofen. Cyclists can follow in the footsteps of
literary figures from Johann Wolfgang von Goethe to Fritz
Mühlenweg along the “Pedal to Poetry” route.

Wining and dining between islands & volcanoes
At the region’s weekly and evening markets, tables sag
under the weight of farmers’ vegetables, fishermen cheerfully distribute their fresh catch, and tempting aromas waft
from restaurant kitchens. Thanks to the beautiful landscape,
there is a wealth of activities to choose from that combine
sightseeing with nature and cuisine. Examples include
the “Radishes, onions and lettuce” cycle tours on the Höri
peninsula, or gourmet hikes on Reichenau island. If you
prefer to wine and dine in style on the water, we recommend
a pleasure boat trip on the Lower Lake. Later in the year, you
can combine a romantic hike with wild game specialities,
when the game weeks usher in the quieter low season. And
when the sun sets behind the volcanoes at the end of an
eventful day, then you can really feel it – the extraordinary
power of nature.
www.bodenseewest.eu

Westlicher Bodensee | Bodensee Magazine
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more enjoyment, more leisure

Photo: Falk von Traubenberg

The romantic town of Meersburg boasts a wealth of culture and history.
With its impressive setting, historic buildings, half-timbered facades
and winding alleys in the old town centre, Meersburg is considered a
jewel of European urban development. Meersburg Castle, Germany’s
oldest occupied fortress, and the New Palace from the Baroque era
dominate the skyline.
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Perched high above Lake Constance,
Meersburg Castle and New Palace testify
to the town’s more than 1000-year history.
Meersburg promises a unique blend of past
and present. Located in the former Holy
Spirit Hospital at the heart of the historic
old town, vineum bodensee adds a fresh,
modern, exceptional touch. This museum for
wine, culture and history combines tradition,
innovation and pleasure in an extremely
inspiring way. All in all, Meersburg has
much more to offer than just history and
traditions. Visitors can stroll from the upper
town down famous Steigstrasse to the lake
and the promenade with its Mediterranean
flair. They can take a seat and enjoy the
culinary delights in the many different
restaurants and cosy cafés or a glass of wine
in one of the many wine bars. Further along
the lake is Meersburg’s lido and open-air
pool with Meersburg Therme spa next door.
The pools and saunas at Meersburg Therme
combine a swim in warm, thermal water
with the chance to rest and recuperate. In the
summer, holidaymakers can enjoy the water

and try out various sporting activities at
the lido. Positioned directly on the lakeside,
it offers breathtaking panoramic views of
Lake Constance and the Alps on the opposite
shore. Guests can take one of the passenger
boats from Meersburg to neighbouring towns
in Austria, Germany and Switzerland for a
fascinating day out. Residents and guests in
Meersburg can choose from a wide range of
cultural activities and culinary delights, with
plenty of opportunities for sport or simply
relaxing. Meersburg is set at the heart of
an impressive cultural landscape with a
well-developed network of cycling and hiking
trails around the town, along the lake, and
through the vineyards and orchards. Enjoy
your stay!

Meersburg
Tourist Information
Kirchstrasse 4
DE-88709 Meersburg, Germany
Phone: +49 7532 440 400
info@meersburg.de
www.meersburg.de

FABULOUS

Photo: Klaus Brauner/stock.adobe.com

More culture, more history,

Photos: Martin Maier

MEERSBURG

Meersburg Castle

According to legend, the foundations for the oldest inhabited
fortress in Germany were laid in the 7th century by Dagobert I, the
last Merovingian king to wield any significant power. He is said to
have built a landing stage at this strategically important point to
secure the trade routes to Constance and Ulm. Since then,
Meersburg Castle has seen many owners come and go.
Yet in all this time, Meersburg Castle was
never conquered or destroyed. Its historic
walls grew and changed with its inhabitants,
and still bear witness to the fortress’s
eventful and fascinating past.
For many years, Meersburg Castle was a
bishop’s seat. As many as 44 prince-bishops
resided here, until the castle was taken over
in the course of secularisation, first by the
state of Baden, and shortly afterwards by
the first private owners. Meersburg Castle is
still in private ownership today. Numerous inhabitants have left their mark on the fortress,
and it has been home to many interesting
personalities since modern times and a
meeting point for literary figures, historians
and poets:
The rescuer – Baron Joseph von Lassberg
The poetess – Annette von Droste-Hülshoff
The builder-owner – Dr. Carl Mayer von Mayerfels
The preserver – Vinzenz Naessl-Doms
The family of Vinzenz Naessl-Doms has
managed Meersburg Castle since its last
owner died in 2018, including cultivating its
collections and treasures. In keeping with

the tradition of former owners, they are
continuing to preserve the fortress with its
unique character and as a vivid testimony of
the past.

The castle today
Visitors who want to follow in the footsteps
of the castle’s ancestors can do so any day of
the year. The castle is open all year round.
A tour takes them through 36 rooms as well
as the enchanting garden overlooking the
lake. The Gothic chambers and Renaissance
rooms give a good impression of how people
lived in the fortress. All the rooms have been
furnished in the typical style of the era they
represent. The highlights of a tour through
the castle also include the apartments in the
south-east-facing tower, where the poetess
Annette von Droste-Hülshoff lived in the
years leading up to her death. The battlements, armoury and knights’ hall as well as
the castle kitchens and the well room are all

worth seeing. The rooms can be visited on a
guided tour or individually, as the rooms hold
numerous information panels that provide
interesting facts about the castle.

Castle museum

Open all year round from 9 a.m. – 6.30 p.m.
(Nov. – Feb. 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.)
Last entrance half an hour before closing
time. Groups can book guided tours through
the castle museum.

Burg Meersburg GmbH
(Meersburg Castle)
Schlossplatz 10
DE-88709 Meersburg, Germany
Phone: +49 7532 800 00
burg.meersburg@t-online.de
www.burg-meersburg.de

The apartment, where the poetess
Annette von Droste-Hülshoff lived.

Meersburg Castle | Bodensee Magazine
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Gateway to

Lake Constance

HIGHLIGHTS IN 2021
11 Sept.
17 Sept.
16 Oct.
30/31 Oct.
& 19-21 Nov.

13 Nov.
11 Dec.
Nestled in a delightful hilly landscape,
Stockach is a tranquil town with 17,500
inhabitants just a stone’s throw away from
Lake Constance.

a long tradition of hospitality in a convivial,
warm-hearted atmosphere that makes visitors
feel as if they were visiting friends. Cosy inns
in and around Stockach offer homemade fare.

Thanks to excellent transport connections,
Stockach is a popular holiday destination and
an ideal base for visiting attractions in the
region. The town’s central location has earned
it the title of the “Gateway to Lake Constance”.
An extensive network of hiking and cycling
paths include routes to Lake Constance, to the
mysterious Heidenhöhlen sandstone caves and
to more than 1,000 springs. There are also
four golf courses within a 20 km radius.

The town is also known for its remarkably
diverse culture: Stadtmusik Stockach, a
modern symphonic brass band, formed more
than 300 years ago and performs at the
highest level. Two professional series of events
enjoy considerable acclaim in the region and
beyond: The “Stockacher Meisterkonzerte”
(Stockach Master Concerts) have presented
classical chamber and orchestral concerts at
an international level for thirty years, while
the “Kleinkunst in Stockach” (Cabaret in
Stockach) programme has for many years
attracted large audiences with cabaret and
comedy shows.

After an eventful day out, it is easy to recuperate in this attractive little town in readiness
for the next day’s adventures. Stockach has

Museum night
Master Concert
Stockach laughs
Comedy with
Kistenhocker and
Stockach’s amateur
dramatic society
Stockach cabaret with
William Wahl
Winter wonderland in
Stockach

When it comes to celebrating, people here
follow the motto, “Work hard and party
hard!” Highlights of the year include events
at the “High Favourable Court of Fools”
(Hohe Grobgünstige Narrengericht) during
the carnival season and the town’s “Swiss
Holiday” festival in June.

Special exhibition “Narro –
Stockach’s Fasnacht and the Court
of Fools”
Stockach is a stronghold of the SwabianAlemannic carnival tradition of “Fasnacht”.
For decades, prominent politicians have been
convicted in the Court of Fools. From 14 May,
the town’s museum takes a look behind the
scenes of this century-long tradition – from
the Austrian court jester Hans Kuony to the
present-day television spectacle. Visitors
can see how carpenters erect the Fools’ Tree
(Narrenbaum), discover the different costumes
and dance to Fasnacht music. Narro!
14 May 2021 to 26 March 2022,
Stockach town museum in the
“Altes Forstamt”, stadtmuseum@stockach.de,
www.stockach.de/stadtmuseum
Upper town
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HOHENZOLLERN CASTLE

Photo: Achim Mende

STOCKACH

Majestic impressions
and fantastic vistas

Hohenzollern Castle set at the heart of Baden-Württemberg between Stuttgart and
Lake Constance is the landmark of the Zollernalb region, a symbol of their hometown for residents, and a tourist magnet for guests from all over the world.
The proud fortress is perched
high on conical Mount Zoller. It
offers fantastic panoramic views
as far away as 100 kilometres, as
well as majestic impressions of its
magnificent halls and chambers.
For the last 1,000 years or so,
the castle has been owned by
the Hohenzollern family, whose
family tree includes Swabian
counts, Brandenburg electors,
Prussian kings and even the
German emperor. Accordingly,
the ancestral seat of the Hohenzollerns is steeped in history and
abounds in legends about their
Highnesses and Majesties.

The castle’s two shops offer edifying, interesting, regional, useful
and beautiful gifts for all ages. At
the café restaurant, you can enjoy
a range of regional specialities
either inside or on the terrace in
one of the most region’s beautiful
beer gardens.
Hohenzollern Castle
Information
DE-72379 Burg Hohenzollern
Phone +49 7471 2428
info@burg-hohenzollern.com
www.burg-hohenzollern.com

Entrance to the castle is limited to
a certain number of visitors per
day to guarantee sufficient space,
physical distancing and safety for
everyone. Tickets are available
via the online ticket portal on the
castle’s homepage. You can also
explore the castle virtually via an
app. In addition, our competent
staff are ready to answer any
questions you may have.

Hohenzollern Castle | Bodensee Magazine
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TETTNANG

Residential Palace

Photo: Günther Bayerl

A tour of the palace with guides in historical
costumes is a special treat: The countess and
her chambermaid Anna in Baroque costumes
tell visitors about the ups and downs of court
life in the 18th century. “Sutler Ida” gives an
insight into the lives of simple folk at the time,
showing how traveling people lived. Younger
visitors get to feel like princes and princesses
on the popular guided tours for children. Choose
the “Kaffeekränzle” tour for a unique glimpse of
the most beautiful rooms in the palace, finished
off with coffee and cake baked after a historic
recipe from the cookery books of the Counts of
Montfort!

Schussenried Monastery
Schussenried Monastery was founded by
Premonstratensian monks in 1183. Over the
centuries, it grew ever more powerful and
wealthy until finally, in the 18th century, the
abbots were able to fulfil their dream of a
new building. In 1748, the famous architect
Dominikus Zimmermann was commissioned to
draw up plans for a new monastery. However,
the costs turned out to be so exorbitant that
local mason Jakob Emele from Schussenried was
given the job instead. Despite making savings
in this way, the monks had accrued such large
debts that construction was discontinued in
1763. At the time, not even a third of the work
had been completed. Fortunately, those parts
that had been finished were some of the most
beautiful.

and Schussenried Monastery
Step into the elegant rooms of the bel étage!

Tettnang Residential Palace
of Tettnang Castle, which had been destroyed in
the Thirty Years’ War: This marked the beginning
of the end of the Montforts’ rule. After fifteen
years of building, crippling debts forced an end to
construction; furthermore, a fire in 1753 destroyed
the unfinished building. Count Franz Xaver of
Montfort set about reconstructing the palace, and
commissioned outstanding artists with financial
assistance from Austria. His aim was to honour the
family’s glory, but he ended up spending so much
money on the palace’s exterior that ultimately, he
hastened the end of the heavily indebted Montforts’
reign. Even today, the outstanding craftsmanship
of the New Palace attests to its owners’ aspirations
and standards. The very best artists at the time
were employed in its construction, including names
like Feuchtmayer, Dirr, Moosbrugger, Gigl, Brugger
and Angelika Kauffmann. The counts’ private apartments, the palace chapel, the Bacchussaal (Bacchus
hall) and royal chamber with the Vagantenkabinett
(Goliards’ chamber) offer a unique insight into
life in the palace at the time. Set among woods,
meadows, fruit orchards and hops fields, Tettnang
New Palace is a place of outstanding beauty.
Exterior of Tettnang Castle: The castle park is
worth visiting in good weather to enjoy the views
of Lake Constance.
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Guided tours in historical costumes with the countess and
her chambermaid, Anna, promise a unique experience.

Culture in the monastery
The “Monastery of the Year 2010” boasts one
of the most beautiful and significant Baroque
libraries north of the Alps. Ornately embellished
with figures and icons, its centrepiece is a ceiling
fresco by Franz Georg Hermann illustrating divine
wisdom. The monastery offers a varied cultural
programme for visitors. A newly installed museum
with an interactive exhibition vividly presents
the monastery’s history, the role of science and
religious life. The permanent display as well as
an attractive programme of temporary exhibitions
make Schussenried Monastery a significant
cultural centre in Upper Swabia.

Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten
Baden-Württemberg
(State Palaces and Gardens of Baden-Württemberg)
Tettnang New Palace
Phone: +49 7542 510-500
tourist-info@tettnang.de
www.schloss-tettnang.de
Photo: Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten Baden-Württemberg

Photo: Günther Bayerl

With its magnificent Baroque architecture,
elaborate interiors and picturesque views over
Lake Constance as far as the Swiss Alps, Tettnang
New Palace is one of the most stunning palaces
in Upper Swabia. But this impression of royal
luxury is marred by a long and turbulent history:
The Counts of Montfort resided in Tettnang from
1260 to 1780. In 1712, Count Anton III ordered
the construction of a new palace on the former site

Photo: Staatliche Schlösser und Gärten Baden-Württemberg

Fascinating tours in historical
costumes

Schussenried Monastery
Information phone line: +49 7583 9269140
info@kloster-schussenried.de
www.kloster-schussenried.de
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/en

Schussenried Monastery enthralls
visitors with one of the most beautiful
libraries in South Germany.
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old (free of charge for our guests). Various
concerts, guided cycle tours and walking
paths through the orchards, explanations
about the wine press by winegrowers, and
popular festivities are organized almost all
year round.

NONNENHORN

TIP

“Enjoy life on the lake” ...

“SCHWÄBISCHER BODENSEE”

FAMILY HOLIDAYS

... is the philosophy in the idyllic winegrowing village of Nonnenhorn. This charming
village on the shores of Lake Constance is
surrounded by fruit trees and vineyards as
well as breathtaking panoramic views of the
Alps on the opposite shore.
Visitors love it here in the quieter pre-season,
when the first warm sunrays create an
almost Mediterranean flair. In springtime
the fruit trees come into blossom and active
holiday-makers set off on the many cycling,
hiking and Nordic Walking routes. Autumn
is also a time to enjoy, with vivid colours and

aromatic fruits at harvest time. Excellent restaurants offer gourmets culinary specialities
made from regional produce accompanied by
local wines. Those who prefer a more rustic
atmosphere should take time to visit one of
the traditional “Rädle” taverns that grow and
sell their own wines and where you can enjoy
a hearty snack in good company.
Further attractions include the pretty 13 th
century St. Jacob´s chapel, the 400-year-old
wine press, and the village museum. The
lido on the lakeshore with a heated pool
promises fun and relaxation for young and

on Lake Constance

The “Schwäbischer Bodensee” (Swabian Lake Constance) holiday region
on the northern shores of Lake Constance between Friedrichshafen and
Lindau is the perfect base for exciting holidays with the whole family.
The four resorts of Eriskirch, Kressbronn,
Langenargen and Neukirch have everything
you need for a relaxed and exciting family
holiday. Holidaymakers can choose from a
wide choice of apartments, holiday farms
and fruit farms, Gohren campsite directly on
the lakeshore, Langenargen family holiday
village and the Ravensburger Spieleland
theme park just 10 km away.

Boat rides and water sports
The boats of the White Fleet depart from
Kressbronn and Langenargen heading for
the best-known destinations around the lake,
such as Mainau Island, Meersburg Castle or
Lindau. There are also plenty of activities
for fans of water sports: The Swabian shores
of Lake Constance are home to the largest
centre for water sports on the lake. Three

26

Bodensee Magazine | Schwäbischer Bodensee

modern harbours offer berths for some
2,500 boats. Every year at the Match Race
Germany, the world’s best sailors battle it out
boat against boat to crown the champion.

Lake Constance Cycle Path
The Lake Constance Cycle Path is one of the
most popular cycle routes in Europe. Thanks
to the region’s central position, guests can
combine the tour with a boat trip or a train
ride and cycle round Lake Constance without
having to spend each night in a different
hotel.

ECHT BODENSEE CARD –
Travel free on buses and trains
The ECHT BODENSEE
CARD gives visitors free
use of all buses and trains
in the region. Lidos,
swimming pools, museums and many other
attractions can also be used free of charge.

Schwäbischer Bodensee
Obere Seestr. 2/1
DE-88085 Langenargen, Germany
touristinfo@langenargen.de
www.schwaebischer-bodensee.de
See here for more information on
“Schwäbischer Bodensee”:

WASSERBURG

Half island, fully special

Cheerful and lively, authentic and tranquil,
down-to-earth and honest – Wasserburg on
a picturesque peninsula in Lake Constance
embodies idyllic village life. With its
wonderful scenery and warm-hearted locals,
it has everything you could wish for. Or, as
the people of Wasserburg would say, it’s “half
island, fully special.”
The heritage listed peninsula is considered
a pearl on the Bavarian shores of Lake
Constance. The parish church of St. George,

whose Baroque onion dome rises above the
glittering water of the lake, stands alongside
historic buildings such as Wasserburg Castle
and the Malhaus, a former lawcourt and now
a museum. In the harbour, yachts and fishing
boats rock gently on the waves. Standing
on the jetty with views across the water
reaching to the horizon, you have the feeling
of being in the middle of the lake.
Festivals are celebrated in style in Wasserburg. Visitors can enjoy typical dishes from

For our overnight guests, the “Echt Bodensee Card” provides free travel on trains
and buses in our region as well as other
discounts.

Nonnenhorn – “Enjoy life on the lake”…
welcomes you!

Tourist-Information Nonnenhorn
Seehalde 2
DE-88149 Nonnenhorn, Germany
Phone: +49 8382 8250
tourist-info@nonnenhorn.eu
www.nonnenhorn.eu

the region in a relaxed atmosphere, with
local specialities, fish caught fresh from the
lake, with wine, beer, traditional customs and
music! Events such as the monthly evening
market, maypole dancing, the “Fish and
Lake” festival, the wine festival “Come and
See”, as well as the open-air cinema at the
public Aquamarin swimming pool directly on
the shores of the lake promise unforgettable
moments. Wasserburg offers a wide choice
of activities for all the family, whether in the
water or on land.

TIP

Visit the local farm shops where you can
sample and buy home-made aromatic
liqueurs and fine fruit brandies distilled
by local fruit farmers.

The ECHT BODENSEE CARD guest card gives
you free travel on trains and buses as well
as other discounts on the German shores of
Lake Constance.

Tourist Information Wasserburg
Lindenplatz 1
DE-88142 Wasserburg, Germany
Phone: +49 8382 887474
tourist-info@wasserburg-bodensee.de
www.wasserburg-bodensee.de

Nonnenhorn/Wasserburg | Bodensee Magazine
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Constance – Constance Cathedral

Radolfzell

Radolfzell has a lovely historic centre with a wide choice
of shops and cultural activities. Just a few minutes’ walk
from the bustling town centre is Mettnau peninsula with
one of the oldest nature reserves in the country. More
bird species breed here than anywhere else on Lake
Constance. In 2021, Radolfzell is hosting the traditional
Heimattage Baden-Württemberg festival. Every year, a
different town or municipality in Baden-Württemberg
is given the opportunity to explore different aspects
of the term “Heimat” (heritage) and give it their own
interpretation.
Radolfzell – Historic centre, harbour and Mettnau penisula

Überlingen – Landungsplatz (Landing stage)
Photos: Achim Mende

Worth visiting –
Towns on the
German shores

Singen

Known for art and culture, Singen is nestled in a unique
volcanic landscape at the foot of Hohentwiel with the
largest fortress ruins in Germany. Singen Art Museum
presents modern and contemporary art, while Museum
Art & Cars with its prominent architecture showcases
art alongside the finest vintage cars. Hikers can follow
premium trails to the volcanic hills crowned with
fortresses.

Überlingen

A walk through the pretty lanes in Überlingen gives a
good impression of how people once lived in this town
with a history dating back 1,250 years. The old town
centre is dominated by historic patrician houses, St.
Nicholas Cathedral and the stately town hall with its
late-Gothic council hall. Überlingen’s lakeside promenade
is around five kilometres long and lined with cafés and
restaurants. Überlingen is hosting Baden-Württemberg’s
Garden Show from 9 April to 17 October – a festival that
will last the whole summer.

Lindau – Harbour

Ravensburg / Weingarten

One of the most beautiful, well-preserved historic towns in South Germany can be found just
15 minutes from Lake Constance. Most people
know Ravensburg as a “town of games”, thanks
to the eponymous games manufacturing and
book publishing company. A stroll through the
historic town centre reveals not only winding
lanes and picturesque facades, but also plenty
of shops to browse through. Neighbouring
Weingarten is home to the Basilica of St. Martin,
the largest Baroque church north of the Alps.

Ravensburg – City of Towers and Gates
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Friedrichshafen

Friedrichshafen, town of technology and museums,
celebrates the anniversaries of several pioneers in 2021.
One was Count Zeppelin, whose world-famous airships
have fascinated people for 120 years. Visitors can now
choose from 13 different Zeppelin tours departing
from Friedrichshafen. Zeppelin Museum has quenched
visitors’ thirst for knowledge about these giants of the
sky for the last 25 years. Dornier Museum boasts a
remarkable fleet of aircraft manufactured by the Dornier
aviation company over the past decades. In 2020, a space
exhibition was added to the museum.

Constance

Constance’s historic city centre with picturesque streets
and painted facades is ideal for a leisurely shopping
tour, or a stroll along the harbour with its southern flair
and breathtaking views of the lake and Alps. Among
the highlights of the year are the Lake Festival with a
firework display, the International Lake Constance Week
sailing regatta (scheduled for October 2021) and the
Christmas market. The State Archaeological Museum and
Rosgarten Museum are also worth visiting.

Lindau

The historic town houses on Lindau’s island present an
attractive architectural ensemble. The town’s landmark
is Lindau Lighthouse (33 metres tall) together with the
six-metre sculpture of the Bavarian Lion at the entrance
to the harbour. Lindau is hosting Bavaria’s Garden Show
from 20 May to 26 September 2021, when the island
and the surrounding countryside will be transformed
into a sensual experience featuring gardens, water and
panoramic views. Lindau’s art museum shows paintings
by Marc Chagall in dazzling colours from 1 May to
31 October 2021.

Towns on the German shores of Lake Constance | Bodensee Magazine
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Switzerland

Photo: Stefan Somogyi

Visitors to the Swiss shores of Lake Constance can look forward to hiking in unique
mountain scenery, taking a refreshing dip in Lake Constance and strolling through
glorious spring blossoms. The impressive natural landscape is unforgettable. Numerous
historic towns along the lake offer a varied programme of cultural events.

Birwinken, Switzerland

Stein am Rhein

Rorschach

Photo: Achim Mende

SWITZERLAND

Mountain peaks
and lakeside charm

The village of Altnau in Thurgau is nestled among gentle
slopes planted with apple orchards. Apples of different
varieties have been cultivated and processed here for
generations. Visitors can discover why this fruit thrives
here so well on information panels along the Altnau
Apfelweg hiking trail. The village is also worth visiting
for the longest jetty on Lake Constance with a length of
270 metres.

St.Gallen
Switzerland borders Lake Constance along a length of
72 kilometres. The region adjoining Lake Constance
has everything visitors could want: unparalleled natural
scenery, a varied cultural scene and exquisite culinary
highlights. The picturesque towns along the lakeshore
have a very special appeal, and holidaymakers are spoilt
for choice.

Small but beautiful

Altnau

Fünfländerblick (views over five countries) – Rorschach
St.Gallen offers visitors plenty of things to do with a
wide range of attractions for every taste. The city is a
cultural hub with an enchanting old town centre and
a rich historical heritage. The Abbey District with its
Baroque cathedral and the world-famous Abbey Library
are UNESCO World Heritage Sites and are considered
landmarks of the city.

Arbon

The holiday resort of Arbon on the southern shores
of Lake Constance looks back on a long and eventful
history. To find out more about Arbons’s past, the Historic
Museum or the Saurer Museum are worth visiting.
Those interested in fruit-growing can visit the “Obstsortensammlung” orchard with a wide range of rare fruit
varieties, the MOMÖ juicing and fermentation museum,
or the EchinaPoint visitor centre run by Bioforce, a
company for natural remedies.

Romanshorn

Romanshorn boasts excellent opportunities for education,
sport and leisure, culture, art and cuisine. The town has
been an important transport hub since the 19th century,
thanks to the largest inland harbour on the lake and
excellent railway connections, and exudes a vibrant
atmosphere and a maritime flair. Its extensive parks
and natural woodlands are ideal for relaxing along the
lakeshore.

Appenzell

No other region embraces culture, craftsmanship and
conviviality quite as passionately as here in the green
hills of Appenzellerland. Outdoor enthusiasts can choose
from countless hiking trails ranging from easy walks to
challenging mountain hikes in the Alpstein range.

Kreuzlingen

Kreuzlingen is the second-largest town in the canton
of Thurgau as well as the largest Swiss town on Lake
Constance. It features three very different cultural
highlights – Museum Rosenegg, the Lake Museum, and
Lake Constance Planetarium and Observatory.

Between the gently rolling hills of Appenzellerland and
the expanse of the lake lies the port of Rorschach. The
town was awarded market rights as early as 947 and in
the Middle Ages grew to become the most important
trading place on the southern shores of the lake. The
grand houses in the bustling town centre still bear
witness to this today.

The Principality of Liechtenstein
The Principality of Liechtenstein is just a 30-minute
drive from Lake Constance and is packed with amazing
experiences off the beaten tourist track. The country’s
sovereign Prince Hans-Adam II and his family live in
Vaduz Castle overlooking Liechtenstein’s capital city of
Vaduz. This diminutive Alpine country is Europe’s fourthsmallest state, yet it offers everything the heart desires –
impressive mountains, vibrant culture, attractive villages
and excellent business opportunities.

Vaduz

Vaduz is the capital city of Liechtenstein with plenty
to discover for culture buffs and art lovers. As well as
outstanding restaurants and attractive shops, there
are countless museums and sights to explore. The new
Fürstenkino theatre, the Treasure Chamber or the Art
Museum Liechtenstein with Hilti Art Foundation are
definitely worth a visit.
www.bodensee.com

Schaffhausen

Schaffhausen’s charming medieval town centre boasts
171 oriel windows – more than any other town in
Switzerland. Visitors are also captivated by its winding
lanes, countless street cafes and renowned museums.
Schaffhausen is today one of the best-preserved medieval
towns in Switzerland.

Longest jetty on Lake Constance – Altnau
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Photo: Altnau_swissimage

Abbey District – St.Gallen

Photo: Stiftsbezirk_St.Gallen_swissimage

Stein am Rhein

The town of Stein am Rhein is famous for its wellpreserved historic town centre with painted facades and
half-timbered houses, for which it received the very first
Wakker Prize in 1972. The choice of culinary delights is
just as varied as the brightly coloured exteriors of the
houses.
Vaduz Castle – Liechtenstein
Towns on the Swiss shores of Lake Constance | Bodensee Magazine
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Photo: Dietmar Walser/Vorarlberg Tourismus

Austria
VORARLBERG

In high

SPRIRITS

The sound of opera on Lake Constance. Small, exquisite festivals promise
surprises. In the mountains and valleys, wide open spaces and magnificent
landscapes raise spirits. The juxtaposition of traditional and contemporary
architecture is astonishing, as is the creativity and craftsmanship of artisans
and designers. Restaurants serve innovative regional cuisine. Attentive hosts
do all they can to make guests feel at home. Vorarlberg, Austria’s westernmost
state, inspires visitors to discover new things, and offers fresh incentives.
Hoher Freschen

Photo: Anja Köhler/Bregenzer Festspiele

Rigoletto on the floating stage at Bregenz Festival

Art goes public: Do-Helix sculpture on
Sägerbrücke bridge in Dornbirn
Panoramic views in the
Damüls-Mellau ski resort

Inspiring

From the Austrian shores, Lake Constance appears as vast as an ocean. The Alps begin
just a few kilometres further south. Vorarlberg boasts areas of unspoilt nature and
cultivated landscapes, as well as an attractive cultural programme. Its contemporary
architecture and creative products show that the people of Vorarlberg have a keen eye
for design. These and many other surprises are waiting to be discovered in Austria’s
westernmost state.

A visit to a museum in the day, an opera, concert or
theatre in the evening: Vorarlberg promises a wide
range of first-rate cultural events. One highlight
is Bregenz Festival every summer with an opera
performed on a stage in Lake Constance. Further
opera performances and concerts round off the
programme. For lovers of classical music and song,
the Schubertiade in Schwarzenberg and Hohenems
will hit the right notes. Music of various genres can
be enjoyed at the Montforter Zwischentöne festival
held in unusual venues around Feldkirch. On a
smaller scale, cultural outdoor picknicks are organised
throughout Vorarlberg.
The best-known museums include Kunsthaus Bregenz
(KUB) with a focus on contemporary art, vorarlberg
museum in Bregenz, the interactive inatura nature
museum plus science centre in Dornbirn, the Jewish
Museum in Hohenems and the Women’s Museum in
Hittisau in the Bregenzerwald region.

View overlooking
Bregenz and international
Lake Constance

Energetic

E-biking on Fritzensee Lake
in the Montafon region
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Innovative
In Vorarlberg’s towns and villages, architects and
craftsmen design things differently: modern, bold,
with clear lines and a focus on sustainability. Timber
is their material of choice. One way to see their
designs is on seven different architectural trails that
take you to outstanding buildings and present
Vorarlberg’s innovative craftsmanship. Twelve
“Umgang Bregenzerwald” village circuits also provide
an insight into local life. The Werkraumhaus in
Andelsbuch in Bregenzerwald showcases sophisticated
crafts.

Exhilarating

Photo: Sabrina Lutz/Bodensee-Vorarlberg Tourismus

Photo: Dietmar Denger/Vorarlberg Tourismus

What does Lake Constance look like from
above, and how far can you see across the
Alps? The best way to enjoy the wonderful
views is to go to the top of one of the many
mountains, whether on foot, by bike or in a
cable car. From the valleys to the mountain
tops, Vorarlberg has an extensive network of
paths for hikers, cyclists and mountainbikers.
Along the way, you can learn plenty of
interesting facts. Themed trails reveal facts
about nature, the local way of life, and alpine
farming. There are also hiking trails designed
by artists with installations and sculptures.
Adventurers can try climbing or paragliding.
And golfers can choose from six attractive
courses.

Photo: Sepp Mallaun/Vorarlberg Tourismus

Creative in the west

Photo: Manfred Oberhauser/Vorarlberg Tourismus

Photo: Christiane Setz/Bregenz Tourismus & Stadtmarketing

VORARLBERG

Vorarlberg is a cradle of Alpine skiing. The world’s
first ever ski course was held in the Arlberg mountains over 100 years ago. Today, skiers from all over
the world hit the slopes in the many ski resorts. Hikers and cross-country skiers explore the more tranquil
aspects of winter. Ski schools and several resorts offer
courses and guided tours on skis, snow-shoes or on
foot.

Cultural picnics in Vorarlberg
are a new open-air event

Vorarlberg | Bodensee Magazine
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Bregenz
Fountain in Hohenems’s
Jewish quarter

INSPIRING

culture in an enchanting
landscape

Vorarlberg Tourismus
Poststrasse 11
AT-6850 Dornbirn, Austria
Phone: +43 5572-37 70 33-0
info@vorarlberg.travel
www.vorarlberg.travel
Social Media #visitvorarlberg

Towns on the Austrian shores of Lake Constance
Bregenz
Hospitable people, a lively atmosphere, and
the unique combination of the lake against the
backdrop of the Alps are what make Bregenz,
capital of the Austrian state of Vorarlberg, so
special. Best known for the Bregenz Festival,
where spectacular musical masterpieces are performed every year on the world’s largest floating
stage, the town offers a diverse programme of
cultural events. Anyone with a passion for art
should definitely visit Kunstmuseum Bregenz
and vorarlberg museum. Hikers can enjoy
one-of-a-kind views over the town and lake from
Pfänder, Bregenz’s landmark mountain.

Photos: Dietmar Walser/JMH

Tapas made with “Riebel”,
a kind of semolina

Photo: Michael Gunz/Vorarlberg Tourismus

Vorarlberg architecture

The Jewish Museum in Heimann-Rosenthal
Villa, built in 1864, covers events from the
17th century to the present day, from the
precarious existence of “Schutzjuden” (Jews
under special protection) to religious life
and civil emancipation, right through to
the persecution, flight and annihilation of
Jews under National Socialism. Individual
fates and objects attest to a life shaped by
migration and the search for home, by
tradition and change – from local life in
the community to the Hohenems diaspora
throughout the world. The museum offers
audio guides in several languages and a
children’s exhibition for young visitors from
6 years.
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Jewish quarter and Jewish cemetery
Where Israelitengasse (Israeli Lane) and
Christengasse (Christian Lane) once
converged, an ensemble of buildings has
been preserved that is unique in the Alpine
region: the Jewish quarter with its former
synagogue, Jewish school and mikvah. The
Jewish cemetery established at the town’s
gates in 1617 is also preserved and can be
viewed today.

More than just a visit to an exhibition
The museum offers guided tours for groups
through the exhibition, the Jewish part of
Hohenems and the Jewish cemetery. Visitors
can enjoy Jewish wedding cake and bagels in
the museum café, and sit in the lovely garden
in summer.

Jewish Museum Hohenems
Villa Heimann-Rosenthal
Schweizer Strasse 5
AT-6845 Hohenems
Phone: +43 5576 73989-0
office@jm-hohenems.at
www.jm-hohenems.at
Museum and café opening times:
Tues – Sun and public holidays
10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Entrance fee: EUR 8
Reduced entrance fee: EUR 5
Free entrance for children and teenagers
up to 19 years

St. John’s church in Feldkirch

Photo: Agnes Ammann/Vorarlberg Tourismus

The museum

Dornbirn, the most populous town in the state
of Vorarlberg, is a business hub and one of the
most important centres of higher education in
the region. Surrounded by stunning scenery and
with a wide choice of hotels and restaurants,
Dornbirn is also a great place to visit. While
you’re there, it’s worth taking a short ride up in
the cable car to the top of Karren Mountain.

Hohenems is steeped in history, even though
it only gained full status as a municipality in
1983. At the heart of town is the magnificent
Renaissance palace built in the 16th century by
Italian architect Martino Longo and formerly the
seat of the Counts of Ems. In the 18th century,
two of the three most important original manuscripts of the Nibelungenlied were discovered in
the palace library. The town became a magnet
for Schubert fans from all over the world in the
20th century, when the Schubertiade music
festival was launched.

Feldkirch
With almost 35,000 inhabitants, Feldkirch is
Vorarlberg’s second largest town as well as
its oldest one with a medieval centre. Mighty
Schattenburg Castle has looked down on the
town for 800 years. Today it houses a museum
and restaurant. Towers and stately homes dating
back hundreds of years testify to Feldkirch’s
glorious past. Austria’s westernmost town was
an important transport hub. Where the town’s
moat used to lie, roads now connect Feldkirch
to Germany, Switzerland, the Principality of
Liechtenstein and the world-famous ski resorts
in the Arlberg and Montafon regions.

Dornbirn

Jewish Museum Hohenems

Hohenems

Dornbirn’s market square
Photo: Lukas Haemmerle/Dornbirn Tourismus und Stadtmarketing GmbH

Photo: Johannes Fink/Bregenzerwald Tourismus

Travellers to Vorarlberg enjoy excellent accommodation and cuisine offered by friendly hosts.
Most hotels, guesthouses, inns and restaurants are
family-run, and go out of their way to create a cosy
atmosphere, often in the contemporary Vorarlberg
(wooden) architectural style. Chefs serve delicious
food, sourcing their ingredients locally wherever
possible. Alpine farmsteads and dairy farms
produce the tangy mountain cheese the region is
particularly well known for. Fish comes freshly
caught from Lake Constance and mountain brooks.
Fruit and vegetables grow in the gardens around
Lake Constance. Specialised producers manufacture exquisite goods, from chocolate to brandy.

Photo: Martin Vogel/Vorarlberg Tourismus

Convivial
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Dornier Museum in Friedrichshafen
Enormous flying boats, nostalgic passenger
aircraft and fascinating space travel exhibits
make a visit to Dornier Museum in Friedrichshafen a unique experience. Next door
to Bodensee Airport in Friedrichshafen, the
largest technology museum on Lake Constance with over 6,000 m² of exhibition space
takes visitors on a journey through time.
www.dorniermuseum.de

State Archaeological Museum

Ideas for days out
on Lake Constance
Mainau Island

Photo: Achim Mende

Mainau Island

Zeppelin NT

The Zeppelin experience

Housed in the former harbour railway station
in Friedrichshafen on the shores of Lake
Constance, Zeppelin Museum presents the
world’s largest collection on the history
and technology of Zeppelin aviation. In
Friedrichshafen you can even take a ride
in a Zeppelin yourself and experience Lake
Constance from a new perspective at an
altitude of 300 metres.
www.zeppelin-museum.de
www.zeppelin-nt.de

Meersburg Castle / New Palace

Meersburg Castle occupies a prominent
position overlooking Lake Constance. It is
considered the oldest inhabited fortress
in Germany. According to legend, it dates
back to the Merovingians in 628 under King
Dagobert I. The Baroque New Palace has lost
none of its beauty since it was built in 1710:
Its arched gables, ornate embellishments,
impressive frescos and enchanting stucco
work are as impressive as the lake views.
www.burg-meersburg.de,
www.neues-schloss-meersburg.de

Dornier Museum in Friedrichshafen

Hohentwiel fortress ruins

The fortress perched on a rock high above
Singen covers an area of some nine hectares
and is considered the largest fortress ruins
in Germany: Its fortified walls and casemates,
its mighty broken towers and the remains of
large houses give a good impression of how
this bastion must have appeared in the 18th
century. Hohentwiel itself, a former volcano,
is a nature reserve.
www.festungsruine-hohentwiel.de

Arenenberg Castle

Visitors to Arenenberg Castle in Salenstein,
which was once owned by Napoleon III, can
marvel at priceless international art in the
museum, enjoy the breathtaking views in
the park, or stroll through the enchanting
gardens. Annual temporary exhibitions
make a visit to the Napoleon Museum a new
experience every time.
www.napoleonmuseum.tg.ch

Arenenberg Castle

Salem Monastery and Palace

Photo: Achim Mende
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Visitors to the flower island of Mainau can
enjoy the wonders of nature all year round.
Spring is ushered in with a million tulips
and other spring flowers, while hundreds
of rhododendrons and fragrant roses make
summer just that little bit sweeter, and more
than 11,000 colourful dahlias turn autumn
into an unforgettable experience. Children
can run around in Children’s Land with an
adventure playground or visit the farmyard
with a petting zoo and pony rides.
www.mainau.de

Archaeological finds from Baden-Württemberg, some thousands of years old, are
presented in an attractive exhibition in the
State Archaeological Museum in Constance.
Visitors can travel back in time to see how
people lived from the Neolithic period to the
Middle Ages. Temporary exhibitions round
off a visit to the museum.
www.konstanz.alm-bw.de
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Salem Palace is an outstanding cultural
monument in southwest Germany that has
been run by the State Palaces and Gardens
of Baden-Württemberg since 2009. Following
secularisation in 1802, the former Cistercian
abbey came into the possession of the
Margraves of Baden, becoming a palace
and their place of residence as well as the
headquarters of their wine-growing estate.
The attractively situated complex with its
impressive architecture is fascinating, not
only for culture buffs.
www.salem.de

Salem Monastery and Palace
Ideas for days out | Bodensee Magazine
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Kartause Ittingen

Kartause Ittingen

Photo: Wild und Freizeitpark Allensbach

Kartause Ittingen is nestled in the picturesque countryside of the canton of Thurgau,
not far from Frauenfeld. The historic
buildings, idyllic gardens and two attractive
museums allow visitors to experience the
diversity of the former charterhouse. Ittingen
Museum provides an insight into the way
the monks lived, while Thurgau Art Museum
presents an outstanding collection of works
and temporary exhibitions. Regular concerts
are held in the “Remise”.
www.kartause.ch

Ravensburger Spieleland

Automobile museums

Car enthusiasts are spoilt for choice with
several museums on Lake Constance:
autobau erlebniswelt in Romanshorn
presents its collection of spectacular racing
cars, legendary sportscars and classic
automobiles. The 350 vehicles, tractors and
motorcycles on display in AUTO & TRAKTOR
MUSEUM in Uhldingen-Mühlhofen show
how rural and urban life has developed over
the last century. Erwin Hymer Museum in
Bad Waldsee introduces the cultural and
technological history of caravanning from the
perspective of adventurers and travellers.
www.autobau.ch
www.autoundtraktor.museum
www.erwin-hymer-museum.de

HITS

Rhine Falls

A visit to the Rhine Falls, Europe’s largest
waterfall, is an unforgettable experience at any
time of year. The water cascades down from
a height of 23 metres across a width of 150
metres. To experience this natural spectacle at
close quarters, it can be accessed from Wörth
Castle on the northern shores of the Rhine,
which now houses a restaurant, or from Laufen
Castle on the opposite river bank.
www.rheinfall.ch

for kids

A holiday on Lake Constance is always great fun for the
whole family. There are lots of places to visit in the region
that are not only fabulous for children but also offer
entertainment for parents.

Rhine Falls

Ravensburger Spieleland
Ravensburger Spieleland in Meckenbeuren promises
adventure, games and fun. The theme park is geared to
children of all ages and offers unforgettable moments
with the best ideas and characters from the “Ravensburger” books and games publisher in XXL format, as
well as more than 70 attractions in eight theme worlds.
www.spieleland.com

Allensbach Wildlife and Leisure Park

Allensbach Wildlife and Leisure Park
At Allensbach Wildlife and Leisure Park, visitors can
observe 300 wild animals in their natural environment
on extensive grounds that are protected as a nature
reserve. The falconry presents daily shows with birds
of prey. Children can play in the adventure playground
to their hearts’ content.
www.wildundfreizeitpark.de

Immenstaad & Kressbronn Adventure Park

Photo: Achim Mende

At Immenstaad Adventure Park, 12 high ropes courses
have been suspended between the trees at four to
15 metres off the ground. Not only younger climbers
from six years of age (from 5 in Kressbronn) will get
their money’s worth here, but anyone looking for a
challenge that requires adrenalin and strength.
www.abenteuerpark.com
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Immenstaad & Kressbronn Adventure Park
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Affenberg Salem

Photo: Petra Rainer/Inatura Dornbirn

inatura in Dornbirn

Maestrani’s Chocolarium

Photo: Affenberg Salem

Visitors to this interactive museum can embark on
a fascinating tour through the world of chocolate
at Maestrani’s Chocolarium. Children with a sweet
tooth can sample as much chocolate as they want,
and even decorate their own candy bar made
especially by the confectioner and take it home
with them. Various chocolate-themed courses and
events round off the range of activities.
www.chocolarium.ch

inatura in Dornbirn

Museum of Lake Dwellings

CONNY-LAND
CONNY-LAND in Lipperswil

CONNY-LAND in Lipperswil has been ranked
among the ten best theme parks in Europe and
features some 50 attractions, rides and live shows.
Enjoy a ride on the “Cobra”, Europe’s largest linear
rollercoaster. But best of all is the chance to swim
with CONNY-LAND sea lions.
www.connyland.ch

Affenberg Salem
Affenberg Salem is Germany’s largest open-air
monkey enclosure. The main attraction in this
extensive 20-hectare area of forest are the 200
Barbary macaques that run around free and can be
fed by visitors. It is also home to a herd of fallow
deer and a colony of storks with some 40 birds.
www.affenberg.de

Photo: Sealife

SEA LIFE in Constance
Visitors to SEA LIFE in Constance can get a
fascinating glimpse of the world of saltwater and
freshwater fish without getting their feet wet. More
than 3500 animals from all over the world are presented in over 35 aquariums. Explore the colourful
world of the Red Sea or go on an expedition into the
realm of the penguins.
www.visitsealife.com/konstanz

Photo: Maestrani’s Chocolarium

The Pfahlbaumuseum in Unteruhldingen is one
of the largest open-air museums in Europe. This
archaeological museum presents reconstructions
of pile dwellings from the Stone and Bronze Ages
as well as more than 1,000 original objects. The
multimedia show “ARCHAEORAMA” takes visitors
underwater to see what the original lake dwellings
look like.
www.pfahlbauten.de

Photo: Conny-Land

inatura natural adventure park in Dornbirn is the
largest museum of its kind in the Lake Constance
region. The exhibition concept is built around the
typical natural habitats in Vorarlberg – mountains,
forest and water. As a special attraction, inatura
features interactive zones where technological and
physical phenomena are explained.
www.inatura.at

World of chocolate at Maestrani’s
Chocolarium

Legoland Germany

SEA LIFE in Constance
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Swiss Science Center Technorama

Photo: Beat Märki/Technorama Winterthur

This theme park in Günzburg in Bavaria is a
unique experience for families with children aged
between two and twelve. It features more than 50
attractions and thousands of models made with
over 55 million LEGO blocks. With eight different
theme worlds, this theme park is a paradise for
young pirates, treasure-hunters, explorers, knights
and rollercoaster fans.
www.legoland.de

Technorama in Winterthur offers an amazing
hands-on experience with hundreds of natural and
technological phenomena. Children can experiment
themselves at countless stations, discover natural
phenomena with all their senses, and really “come
to grips” with the world.
www.technorama.ch

Technorama in Winterthur
Hits for kids | Bodensee Magazine
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Count’s Island Festival

Blutritt

CALENDAR
Opera performances on the world’s largest floating stage, the biggest
horseback procession in the world, and Europe’s largest firework display
on a lake – these are just some of the many spectacular events that take
place in the Lake Constance region all year round. They also include
open-air concerts, cultural and music festivals, traditional festivities and
other events that are unique to Lake Constance.
MARCH
Ermatingen
Groppenfasnacht
Three weeks before Easter, the village of
Ermatingen in Switzerland celebrates its
carnival parade, named for the Gropp, or
bullhead, a 10-15 cm long freshwater fish
that is only caught here. As the lake often
froze over in winter, the fishermen
welcomed the thawing of the ice in spring
with a celebration and procession.
www.groppenfasnacht.ch
APRIL/ MAY

International Lake Constance
Festival

The Lake Constance Festival is a cross-border
cultural gala with 60-70 themed events
around Lake Constance. National and international artists from the worlds of music,
dance, theatre and literature are invited to
the region to perform.
www.bodenseefestival.de
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MAY
Mainau Island

Count’s Island Festival

Visitors can stroll around, shop and enjoy
this unique market, where international
exhibitors present plants, furniture and
accessories for the garden and patio, as well
as lifestyle and wellness articles.
www.mainau.de
MAY
Weingarten

Blutritt – The world’s largest horseback procession

For more than 900 years, the people of Weingarten have honoured their holy blood relic,
which is said to contain a drop of Christ’s
blood. This relic is carried through the town
on the Friday after Ascension Day in the
world’s largest horseback procession with
more than 3,000 horses.
www.weingarten-online.de

Bregenz Festival

JUNE
Arbon

Lake Festival

Open-air festival with music, jugglers and a
large firework display in Arbon harbour.
www.arbon.ch
JUNE
St.Gallen

Open-Air St.Gallen

With international stars, a campsite on
the festival grounds in a wonderful setting
in Sittertobel, a local recreation area, this
three-day open-air festival attracts tens of
thousands of visitors every year.
www.openairsg.ch
JULY
Singen

Hohentwiel Festival

Hohentwiel Festival is one of the oldest
open-air festivals in south Germany and has
become one of the largest music events in
the region. As well as concerts by top international performers, the traditional heart
of the festival is the Burgfest with a festival
programme around Hohentwiel Fortress.
www.hohentwielfestival.de
JULY
Lindau

Lindau Children’s Festival

This traditional festival with flags and flower
garlands has since become a folk fair and a
kind of local holiday. It dates back to around
1655, when school prayer was introduced on
Lindau’s island to convince the people of the
meaning and purpose of municipal schools.
www.kinderfest-lindau.de

Sand sculptures in Rorschach

JULY
Friedrichshafen

JULY/AUGUST
Bregenz

Lake Festival in Constance/Kreuzlingen

AUGUST
Rorschach

Bregenz Festival

Sand Sculpture Festival

This traditional children’s and folk festival
is one of the largest in the Lake Constance
region. The main figure is the “Seehas” (lit.
Lake Rabbit). The festival lasts five days and
follows a well-established programme.
www.seehasenfest.info

For most visitors, the main attraction of this
annual cultural festival is the opera on the
world’s largest floating stage on the lake.
Bregenz Festival has a packed programme
with around 80 events and attracts more
than 250,000 visitors.
www.bregenzerfestspiele.com

JULY
Ravensburg

JULY/AUGUST
Friedrichshafen

SEPTEMBER
Meersburg

During this five-day town and children’s
festival in Ravensburg in Upper Swabia, more
than 5,500 participants including groups of
drum corps and trumpeters march through
the town. The symbol of this century-old
festival is a birch branch with leaves.
www.rutenfest.info

Every summer since 1985, tents are pitched
in the lakeshore park for the “Kulturufer”
festival, a major, ten-day event with a total
of 30 concerts and performances including
music and dance, theatre, music hall and
cabaret as well as countless street artists
from all over the world.
www.kulturufer.de

Visitors to Meersburg’s wine festival held
on the second weekend in September on
the main square in front of the New Palace
can enjoy wine from the many winegrowing
estates around Lake Constance as well as
specialties from local bakers, butchers and
fishermen.
www.meersburg.de

Seehasenfest – Festival of the
Legendary “Lake Rabbit”

Rutenfest – Birch Branch Festival

JULY
Salem

Schlossseefest – Palace Lake Festival
This three-day open-air event around the lake
near Salem Palace features concerts on numerous stages, bars and food stalls as well as
a large funfair. The highlight is the firework
display over the lake on Saturday evening.
www.schlossseefest.de
JULY
Radolfzell

Hausherrenfest – Patron Saints’
Festival

This festival is celebrated in honour of
Radolfzell’s patron saints with an impressive
procession on water and land as well as an
extensive cultural event programme on the
lakeshore promenade.
www.radolfzell.de

Kulturufer festival

AUGUST

The International Sand Sculpture Festival
directly on the shores of Lake Constance
in Rorschach attracts artists and spectators
from all over the world. At the end of the
festival, the best sculptures are chosen by the
audience and a specialist jury.
www.sandskulpturen.ch

Lake Constance Wine Festival

1 August

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER
Constance

AUGUST
Constance/Kreuzlingen

The biggest beer hall party on Lake
Constance with live music, a fairground and
festival procession.
www.oktoberfest-konstanz.de

Swiss national holiday with firework displays
in numerous towns around the lake.

Seenachtfest – Lake Festival

The programme includes live music on
several stages, delicious food and beverages,
entertaining artists and events for families
and children along the lakeshore. Waterskiing shows are held in the afternoon.
The highlight of the festival is the firework
display over the lake by the towns of
Kreuzlingen and Constance – one of the
largest of its kind in Europe!
www.seenachtfest.com
www.fantastical.ch

German-Swiss Oktoberfest

OCTOBER
Meersburg

Medieval market

A historic market with handicraft displays,
flamethrowers, swordfights, jugglers, music,
magicians, storytellers, a “vegetable theatre”,
mouse roulette and excellent food and drink.
www.meersburg.de
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CHRISTMAS
MARKETS

Christmas market
in Lindau
www.lindau.de

Photo: swiss image

Photo: kurzschuss photography

around
Lake Constance

Christmas market and
City of Stars in St.Gallen
www.sternenstadt.ch

Christmas market in Stein
am Rhein
www.maerlistadt.ch
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Christmas market in Friedrichshafen
www.bodensee-weihnacht.de
Photo: kurzschuss photography

Christmas market in Bregenz
www.bregenz.travel
Photo: Achim Mende

Christmas market in Überlingen
www.ueberlingen-bodensee.de
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